Orofacial herpes simplex virus infections: current concepts in the epidemiology, pathogenesis, and treatment, and disorders in which the virus may be implicated.
Herpes simplex virus (HSV) is the causal agent of herpetic stomatitis, recurrent herpes labialis, and the recurrent intraoral infections seen particularly in the immunocompromised patient. HSV has also been implicated in some erythema multiforme, cranial neuropathies, Behçet's syndrome, and oral squamous carcinoma. Recent advances in understanding of HSV, epidemiology, pathogenesis, and treatment are reviewed because there have been numerous advances over the past 5 years.